
Paper mill
on the Guispad at Westzaan

Paper mill De Schoolmeester
(The Schoolmaster)

The Zaan district used to be home to 60 paper mills, 
and now has only one left: De Schoolmeester 

(The Schoolmaster). De Schoolmeester was built in 1692
and engineered to produce packing paper.

The mill was staffed by 13 full-time employees and 
5 to 10 rag-tearers. The rag-tearers were paid 

per kilogram and earned about NLG 1.50 per week.
Their working hours probably were determined

by the workload.
The full-time staff: millers, paper-makers, sorters, 

paper-cleaners and others, worked from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
in the winter, but in the summer when the daylight lasted

longer the workday ran from 4 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday was a workday too.

As some of them also lived an hour’s walk away from the
mill, you can imagine the long hours 

of their working days
Unlike in for example oil mills, where staff was paid per
quantity produced, the staff in paper mills worked for a
set wage, ranging from NLG 8.00 per week for millers
and papermakers to NLG 3.00 for sorters and packers.

De Schoolmeester is the property of the windmill society
De Zaansche Molen (Mills of the Zaan) and its operation

is managed by the Windmolen Compagnie (WMC).

Guarantee!
The WMC guarantees that each sheet of Zaansch

Bord is manufactured from cotton, flax and (ditch)
water, using traditional methods, without the use of

adhesives or pigments, and is naturally 
air-dried.

For all information about the windmills, opening hours, 
group tours and admission fees:

Vereniging de Zaansche Molen
Museumlaan 18, 1541 LP Koog aan de Zaan, NL

Tel. +31 (0)75 - 621 51 48, e-mail: info@zaanschemolen.nl
Molenmuseum

Museumlaan 18, 1541 LP Koog aan de Zaan, NL 
Tel. +31 (0)75- 628 89 68

Paper mill De Schoolmeester
Guispad 3, 1551 SX Westzaan, NL

Tel. +31 (0)75 - 621 44 65
e-mail: deschoolmeester@zaanschemolen.nl

From rags to highly desirable product

Nowadays, paper is usually made from wood products
in the paper industry. In De Schoolmeester we still use
rags, textile industry waste, flax and hemp as our raw
materials.

Available paper types

De Schoolmeester 
manufactures:

• Zaansch Bord, made of
65% cotton and 35% flax
or hemp, in different
colours.

.• Formerly, moss paper,
made from 90% peat moss
and 10% hemp. 
This was used 
for sealing seams in wooden
ships, locks and other
waterworks.

In the past Zaansch Bord
was chiefly used for 
packaging, but nowadays it
is used for various artistic
purposes: posters, screen
prints, water colours,
etchings, certificates, but
most for bookcovers.

Available 
in the standard sizes:

Approx. 62 x 72 cm, 
62 x 36 cm, 30 x 40 cm, 
30 x 21 cm and 30 x 11 cm.

Other sizes are also 
available upon request.

Each sheet has 4 deckled edges.

Around 1920 there were only about 20 windmills left of
the 1000 that had made the Zaan district the oldest
industrial area of the world. On 17 March, 1925, windmill
society De Zaansche Molen was founded to preserve the
mills for future generations. This society now owns 
thirteen industrial windmills; it keeps them in excellent
condition and operates them regularly. Moreover, in 1928
the society founded a unique and fascinating Windmill
Museum, where you can find out everything about the
operation and history of industrial windmills and where
changing exhibitions are held. You can also visit our web-
site: www. zaansemolen.nl
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For all information about our mills and mill museum,
opening hours, group visits and entrance fees:

www.zaanschemolen.nl




